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BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the appHcant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



Brief Comments on JP Utility Model Publication 64-7531 



JP64-7531 discloses a system for preventing unfair use of computer 
software. 

As shown in Fig. 1, a computer 1 has a RS232C communication port 
to which an answerback device 3 is connected via a communication cable 2. 
The answerback device 3 has a plurality of connectors 31, 32, 3n to each 
of which a memory card 4 can be connected. Though not shown in Fig. 1, 
there are provided a plurality of memory cards which respectively memorizes 
different verification cords each of which corresponds to each of programs 
which are executable in the computer 1. 

In advance of booting a certain program in the computer 1, the user 
selects a memory card 4 which has the verification cord corresponding to the 
program, and then connects the card 4 to the answerback device 3. Then, 
when the user inputs a request for booting the program, the computer 1 
inquires the answerback device 3 whether or not the requested program may 
be executed. In response to the inquiry, the answerback device 3 checks the 
verification cord memorized in the connected card 4 to determine whether or 
not the connected card 4 is the regular card corresponding to the requested 
program, and then sends back the check result to the computer 1. The 
computer 1 boots the requested program if the check result indicates that the 
connected card 4 is indeed the regular card corresponding to the requested 
program, 

JP64-7531, however, does not disclose that an information setting 
which is changeable by the user is used as a criterion for judging whether or 
not a certain program may be executed, nor that there is a case that a certain 
program is executed with a certain restriction, such as an execution-time 
restriction, a program-version restriction, etc. 
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